
  

 

 

November 15, 2019 

 

Addendum No. 01 

File Reference Number:  RFP 2019 025 

Title: ONTC Bridge Rehabilitation – Mile 36.26 – Ramore Subdivision  

RE: Clarifications/Questions 

Please note the following information / clarifications associated with the above 

referenced RFP: 

1. Minutes of Site Meeting  

Please find attached the Minutes of Site Meeting prepared by Hatch, dated 

November 11, 2019. 

2. Train Times 

Please find attached applicable train times for the referenced location. 

3. Bid Bond and Agreement to Bond 

Respondents electing to use MERX to submit their proposals may submit a copy of 

the bid bond and agreement to bond.  The Successful Respondent will be expected 

to submit originals once awarded. 

Regards, 

 

 

 

Julie Piche 

Contract Administrator 

Julie.Piche@ontarionorthland.ca 

 

705-472-4500 ext. 398



If you disagree with any information contained herein, please advise immediately. 

 © Hatch 2002/11  
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Nov. 11, 2019 

Ontario Northland Railway   

Bridge Rehabilitation 36.26 Ramore Subdivision 

 

 

 Distribution 

 ONR + Bidding Contractors 

 

Contractor's Site Meeting 

Date: Nov. 7, 2019 

  

Location: Road 570 off Hwy 11 near Sesekinika, then 36.26 Ramore Bridge 

  

Present: ONR Personnel 

Ryan Pelletier - ONR 

Andrew Middleton - Hatch 

 

C Hontaas - CDB 

C Fequet - Landform Civil 

D Pearce - Louis W Bray 

B Farrell - MTM-2 

K Vis - Dominion Construction 

M Calonega - RJ Concrete 

D Webb - SEMA 

E St.Pierre - CSTP 

T Jobson - Jobson Construction  

 

  

Purpose: Site Meeting 

 

 

ITEM ACTION BY: 
   

1. Introduction 

   

 The group of contractors met the ONR and Hatch personnel at Road 570 

just off of on Hwy 11 near Sesekinika at 9 am.  The ONR hi-rails got on 

the level crossing at approximately Mile 38.2 and then drove and met the 

contractors at the old ONR siding area at Mile 37.2 where everyone got in 

the hi-rail trucks and went to the bridge at Mile 36.26 on the Ramore 

subdivision.  There was a fair amount of space near the old siding for 

everyone to park their vehicles and this area could be used as a laydown 

area during construction.  There are a couple of private level crossings in 

this area also which could be negotiated with the owners to improve and 

use for contractor vehicles to get on the rail.  When everyone had arrived at 

the bridge a short discussion was held outlining the project and then the 

contractors were allowed to examine the site. 

 

The nearest siding is located at Steele which is at Mile 35.1.  The ONR 
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ROW is 99 feet wide at this bridge location.  The contractors can store 

equipment or materials within this ROW but they must be stored outside of 

the track clearance diagram and at least 12 feet from the nearest rail. The 

ROW is also 99 feet wide at the old siding location. 

 

The contractors were informed that there is an ONR policy that someone 

can walk across a bridge, without fall arrest, to inspect it if they remain in 

the center of the track. However, anytime any work is to take place, 

regardless of where you are standing, the employee must be tied off. 

Therefore, as soon as construction begins all employees engaged in repair 

work on the bridge must be tied off.  No on-track vehicles or personnel are 

allowed on the track without an ONR flagman present and with proper 

track protection.  

 

The work involved with this bridge is removing the existing side curbs and 

chipping the poor concrete of the sides of the spans.  Steel rebar is to be 

doweled into the side of the span and new higher curbs added.  The existing 

cracking wingwalls are to be removed and new wingwalls added.  The ends 

of the piers are also to be chipped and reinforced concrete added.  To 

remove the existing curbs, the ballast and track will need to be supported so 

that train traffic can continue.  For the wingwall reconstruction, the ballast, 

track and embankment will also need to be supported.  Sikagard A50 is to 

be applied to all new concrete surfaces including the insides of the curbs 

which are to also have drain pipes installed in them. 

 

While the curbs are being repaired, the fibre-optic conduits on the bridge 

will need to be supported.  Ontera will need to be contacted and directions 

sought for handling of the fibre-optics.  Their contact information is 

included in the tender documents.  ON1Call is also to be contacted for any 

other utility locates. 

 

If more ballast is needed when re-filling the ballast trough or behind the 

wingwalls, the ONR will supply additional ballast.  The ONR will also 

determine a location near the site that the chipped concrete can be 

deposited. 

 

For the new wingwalls it is likely to be required to provide a shoring 

system for the construction.  The contractor is responsible to design and 

build any shoring.  They are also responsible for any geotechnical testing if 

required. 

 

The current train schedule will be issued in an addendum showing possible 

work blocks.   If these are not enough to carry out the work, the ONR will 

listen to the contractor’s requests and see if some accommodation can be 

made.  There is no guarantee that a longer work block can be organized. 

 

The ONR will have a flagman present on site during the work on the 

bridges.  The ONR flagging protection provides  a 10 hour work day and 

usually a 5 and 2 or 4 and 3 or an 8 days on 6 days off work cycle.  The 
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contractor may propose something different for the ONR to review and 

approve.   The ONR flagging protection is subject to union rules and the 

work cycles must respect these.   

 

The ONR cannot supply any hi-rail vehicles to the contractor.  There are 

hi-rail vehicle rental or leasing companies for example LMS Rail which has 

a dealership in Kapuskasing and their phone number is 705-372-5103.  

There is a concrete supplier out of Timmins, Custom Concrete, that has a 

concrete truck on hi-rails. 

 

Please Note:  the ONR does not allow rubber wheeled vehicles to travel on 

the track or the ballast shoulders. 

 

The contractors were told that even though the ONR is federally regulated, 

the Ministry of Labour has jurisdiction over any contractor doing work on 

ONR property and that the MOL has been active this year with contractors 

working on ONR bridges.  Therefore contractors should be aware of all 

MOL requirements for work sites and scaffolding. 

   

 Note that all questions are to go through Julie Piche of the ONR 

procurement department and that the answers will be shared will all 

potential bidders. 

 

   

 Once the meeting was complete, multiple hi-rail trips took everyone back 

to the old siding site and everyone left the site. 

 

   

 

 

A. Middleton 

 
AM:am 






